. These studies were used as a template for the method described in 91 this paper. This study aimed to use a latent variable approach to identify factors that 92 comprehensively quantify the neighborhood characteristics. We used the 2011-2015 ACS 93 data and applied a factor analysis method after appropriately transforming selected 94 variables. Moreover, we examined the influence of these latent variables on mental health 95 by comparing the factors to data from the 500 Cities project 2017 release [11] . The 500-96 cities dataset includes 27,199 tracts. We performed this analysis in order to explore if one 97 or more factors would be significantly associated with proportion of individuals in a
